




https://www.bgcberkshires.org/Default.aspx?tabid=1002997
https://www.berkshireunitedway.org/positive-youth-development
https://www.berkshireunitedway.org/early-childhood-development
https://www.berkshireunitedway.org/economic-prosperity
https://berkshirehabitat.org/vita
https://www.berkshireunitedway.org/berkshirecountycovid19fund
https://www.berkshireunitedway.org/katherine-von-haefen-joins-BUW
mailto:kvonhaefen@berkshireunitedway.org
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“In my experience at the
United Way MLXK food - &7)
drive, I felt good knowing
that I helped a lot of people
who were struggling, and
that I couldn’t have done it
without the other volunteers
who were there.”

- Andrew
Taconic High School student

“Volunteering gave me

a chance to learn that
despite how unpleasant our
community can feel at times,
there is a great number of
people in our community

that want to change that.”
- Caleb
Taconic High School student
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VOLUNTEER CENTER

Berkshire United Way

VOLUNTEERBERKSHIREUW.ORG

In 2020, we launched a digital Volunteer
Center to connect volunteers with Berkshire
nonprofits that need an extra hand.

FROM PARTNER IN EDUCATION TO BOOK HOUSE STEWARD

In 1999, Kate Murphy began her involvement
with Berkshire United Way as a recipient of
funding as director of the YMCA Childhood
Center. Fast forward to 2010, when, as a
consultant for the Massachusetts Department
of Early Education and Care, she received an
email inviting her to join a BUW “Think Tank.”

The goal of the new group was to dig deep into
the gaps in education for Berkshire children.
Educators from preschool to college came
together to explore the whole spectrum of a
child’'s experience and developed recommen-
dations for not only how BUW can support
schools but how the business community can
play a role in helping their employees navigate
parenthood. The experience provided Kate with
an insider’s view of our true value.

Then, BUW needed extra help with its book
house program offering free books to the com-
munity. Nearing retirement, Kate eagerly jumped
in, coordinating with dozens of other caretak- of Community Impact. It is how so
ers and restocking book houses that needed many of us show that we are Here
attention. Currently, there are 51 Berkshire Book for Good”
Houses.

‘I can't volunteer my time and make
financial commitments to every
organization, but BUW is at the top of
my list for doing the most good with
effective, well-thought-out strategies

— Kate Murphy

Every week, Kate stops at the BUW office,
gathers books, and sets them out for kids and adults alike to grab. She is happiest
when the books are disorganized in the house; it shows that people are “shopping
around” for something to read.

HERE FOR GOOD VOLUNTEER MONTH

During our first ever Here For Good Volunteer Month in April, community members
of all ages donated many hours to food packing, cleanups, StoryWalks® and more.
See more at berkshireunitedway.org/volunteermonth. NS
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Local students help assemble meal packages at St. Mary’s School in Lee during our
Here For Good Volunteer Month.



https://www.berkshireunitedway.org/berkshire-book-houses
https://www.berkshireunitedway.org/volunteer-advocate
https://www.berkshireunitedway.org/volunteermonth
https://www.berkshireunitedway.org/news/mlk-day-drive-through-food
https://www.volunteerberkshireuw.org/
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