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Working together for all of Berkshire County, in the spirit of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

THANK YOU!
DONORS
Berkshire Bounty

Berkshire Money Management

Anonymous

MAJOR SUPPORTERS
Guido’s Fresh Marketplace

L.P. Adams Co., Inc.

Boys & Girls Club of the Berkshires

Berkshire Community Action Council

Berkshire County media outlets

Community Health Programs

North Adams Rotary Club

Pittsfield Community Television

Price Memorial AME Zion Church

South Congregational Church

Volunteers in Medicine

AND all the volunteers

We recognize the businesses, organizations and individuals who helped plan, fund, coordinate,

pack and distribute 1,000 bags of nutritious food in honor of the MLK Day of Service.

Out with
the Old
In with
the New

(Almost) Everything
in the Great Barrington

store reduced

30-50%
All Clothing

(Almost) All Toys
and Accessories
Great Barrington

store only

PERSONAL
SHOPPING
Lenox 637-1191

Great Barrington 528-1395

SHOP ON-LINE
www.TheGiftedChild.net

ReaGifted@yahoo.com
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BY JIMMY GOLEN

The Associated Press

FOXBOROUGH — As soon as the Tampa 
Bay Buccaneers won the NFC title 
game, Brian Pope went shopping for 
a Tom Brady jersey to wear when he 
watches them play in the Super Bowl.

One problem: Pope lives in Con-
necticut. And 
he isn’t really 
even a Bucca-
neers fan — 
or at least he 
wasn’t, until 
Brady left the 
New England 

Patriots to make another champion-
ship run with Tampa Bay.

“I’ll be watching, and I’ll be root-
ing for Brady,” Pope said as he eyed a 
rack of the quarterback’s Patriots and 
Michigan Wolverines jerseys in the 
Gillette Stadium pro shop on Monday 
afternoon.

“I wish he hadn’t left, but so be it,” 
Pope said. “I’m still a Patriots fan, but 
I’m not upset that he’s playing in the 
Super Bowl, by any stretch.”

Brady won an NFL record six Super 
Bowls with the Patriots, and he also 
played in three others during a 20-year 
career in New England that ended 
when he signed with the Buccaneers 
as a free agent in March.

Since then, the fans he left behind 
have been following him from afar. 
And now that he is getting ready to 
play in his 10th Super Bowl, many are 
rooting for him as if he’d never left.

“He was here 20 years; he did a great 
job; never got into trouble. So why not 
pursue his dream,” said Kathie McCa-
rthy, who was at Gillette Stadium to 
receive her COVID-19 vaccination.

“I wish there was some way we 
could have kept him,” she said, check-
ing her watch to make sure she wasn’t 
late for her appointment. “But people 
forget these are their jobs. These are 
their lives.”

Boston has a long history of watch-
ing its star athletes leave, dating back 
at least as far as the Red Sox’s sale of  
Babe Ruth to the rival Yankees in 1919. 
Ruth went on to win four World Series 
in New York; the Yankees won 26 be-
fore the Red Sox won it all again, snap-
ping an 86-year drought in 2004.

Bruins star Bobby Orr fi nished his 
career with the Chicago Blackhawks, 
and fellow Hall of Fame defenseman 
Ray Bourque was traded to the Colora-
do Avalanche for the chance at a Stan-

ley Cup that the Bruins were unable to 
give him.

And just last summer, 2018 AL MVP 
Mookie Betts was traded to the Los 
Angeles Dodgers, following a trail out 
of town previously blazed by Red Sox 
stars like Ruth, Carlton Fisk and Rog-
er Clemens. The Dodgers went on to 
win the World Series.

“This might be worse than Mook-
ie because (Brady) has been there so 
long and won so many champion-
ships,” Pope said. “I obviously wasn’t 
here when Babe Ruth left, but I’d say 
it’s got to equal that.”

Pope said he went online after the 
Buccaneers’ 31-26 victory over the 
Green Bay Packers on Sunday night 
and ordered Brady’s No. 12 Tampa 

Bay jersey in pewter. But he received 
a delivery date of Feb. 11 — four days 
after the Super Bowl.

So he drove up from Connecticut to 
see if the Patriots Pro Shop had any 
Brady Buccaneers gear in stock.

No such luck.
Instead, Brady jerseys from his time 

in New England and Michigan shared 
a rack with other former Patriots 
players, including tight end Rob Gron-
kowski, who joined his longtime quar-
terback in Tampa Bay. Some Brady 
merchandise was discounted, but the 
replica jersey was still full price.

“I hate seeing someone who has 
played that many years in one place 
to not retire there,” Pope said. “I don’t 
know whose fault it was. But either 

way, I’m just a Brady fan.”
Thanks to Brady, January has been 

a busy time in Foxborough, with the 
Patriots hosting at least one home 
postseason game in 17 of his 19 sea-
sons as the starting quarterback.

This year, things have been quiet, 
with just a handful of people milling 
around the Pro Shop on a sub-freezing 
day and just a few more at the attached 
mall. The action was on the other side 
of the stadium, where hundreds lined 
up to receive a COVID-19 vaccine in 
one of the large function rooms the 
state has set up as a mass vaccination 
site.

Kelly Roccabello brought her son 
to lunch near the stadium on Mon-
day and then over to peek at the fi eld, 

which has been idle since the Patri-
ots’ season ended on Jan. 3. “He was 
asking about it the whole time,” she 
said.

After popping over to their car so 
Giovanni could wear his Patriots hat 
for the interview, Roccabello said 
she allowed him to stay up late to 
watch the team win the Super Bowl 
two years ago. At 6 years old, he 
had never known a Patriots season 
without Brady as the quarterback, 
or without a trip to the playoffs.

Until this year.
So they’ll be rooting for the Buc-

caneers on Feb. 7.
“I think we’re just sad about it,” 

Kelly Roccabello said. “But no hard 
feelings.”

Around Fort Foxborough, 
BRADY FANS STILL ABOUND

ELISE AMENDOLA — THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Football fan Brian Pope browses for Tom Brady jerseys in the pro shop at Gillette Stadium on Monday.

BY JOSH DUBOW

The Associated Press

There has never been a Super 
Bowl matchup of accomplished 
quarterbacks quite like the one 
coming up next week between Tam-
pa Bay’s Tom Brady and Kansas 
City’s Patrick Mahomes.

This will be the sixth Super Bowl 
matchup between former AP NFL 
MVPs, the second between former 
Super Bowl MVP winning quarter-
backs and the fi rst between play-
ers who had previously won both 
awards.

Brady has won a record six Super 
Bowl titles, four Super MVPs and 
three league MVP awards since be-
coming starter in New England in 
2001.

Mahomes is just getting started 
in his career and already has one 
league MVP and one Super Bowl 
MVP to his credit and is back in the 
title game for the second time.

The fi rst Super Bowl matchup of  
former league MVPs came in the 
1976 season when Oakland’s Ken 
Stabler (1974 winner) beat Minneso-
ta’s Fran Tarkenton (1975 winner).

Denver’s John Elway was part of  
the next two MVP matchups, losing 
to San Francisco’s Joe Montana 
after the 1989 season and beating 
Green Bay’s Brett Favre eight years 
later.

Then it happened again in back-
to-back seasons in 2015-16 with Den-
ver’s Peyton Manning besting Car-
olina’s Cam Newton and Brady 
beating Atlanta’s Matt Ryan.

Brady was also part of  the only 
previous matchup of  Super Bowl 
MVPs losing a rematch to Eli 
Manning and the New York Gi-
ants following the 2011 season.

This will also be the second 
time in NFL history that the past 
two championship quarterbacks 
are facing off  in the title game. 

The only other time it happened 
came in 1943 when Washington’s 
Sammy Baugh faced Chicago’s 
Sid Luckman. Baugh had won the 
title with Washington in 1942 and 
Luckman with the Bears in 1941.

Brady is also the fourth quar-
terback to start Super Bowls for 
two franchises, joining Peyton 
Manning (Indianapolis and Den-
ver), Kurt Warner (Rams and Ari-
zona) and Craig Morton (Dallas and 
Denver).

CELEBRATE AT HOME

The Bucs will be the fi rst team to 
play the Super Bowl at their home 
stadium, although two others got 
to play for the title in their home 
markets.

In the 1979 season, the Los Ange-
les Rams went to the Super Bowl 
against Pittsburgh at the Rose 

Bowl in Pasadena, California, 
where they lost 31-19 to the Steel-
ers.

Five years later, the San Fran-
cisco 49ers won the title just a few 
miles south of  their home at Can-
dlestick Park with a 38-16 win over 
the Miami Dolphins at Stanford Sta-
dium.

With a win Feb. 7, the Bucs will 
be the fi rst team in the NFL, NBA, 
NHL or Major League Baseball to 
win it all at its home venue since the 
Golden State Warriors did it in the 
2017 NBA Finals against Cleveland. 
Every title since then was clinched 
on the road or in a neutral site at 
the Super Bowl or in a coronavirus 
bubble.

The last time the NFL champion 
fi nished the season by winning a 
title at its own stadium came in the 
1965 season when Vince Lombardi’s 

Green Bay Packers beat the Cleve-
land Browns 23-12 at Lambeau Field 
in the fi nal season before the Super 
Bowl.

GOING WILD

Tampa Bay was the fi rst team in 
10 years to make it to the Super Bowl 
despite not winning the division.

The Bucs are hoping to follow the 
path the Green Bay Packers took in 
the 2010 season when they fi nished 
second in the NFC North but went 
on to win the Super Bowl against 
Pittsburgh.

The Packers were the sixth wild-
card team to win it all, joining the 
Oakland Raiders (1980 season), Den-
ver (1997), Baltimore (2000), Pitts-
burgh (2005) and the New York Gi-
ants (2007).

No team has even made it to the 

Super Bowl after playing in the 
wild-card round since 2012 when 
Baltimore and San Francisco did it. 
The Ravens won that game 34-31.

KEEP IT CLOSE

No one has been able to blow out 
Patrick Mahomes since he took over 
as Chiefs starter in 2018. Mahomes 
has lost just nine games as a start-
er with the most lopsided being a 
40-32 defeat to the Raiders this past 
October for his only loss in his past 
26 starts.

He has also lost twice by seven 
points, twice by six, three times by 
three and once by one point. The 
last time Mahomes lost by more 
than one possession in a game came 
in his fi nal year in college at Texas 
Tech, when the Red Raiders fell 66-
10 to Iowa State on Nov. 19, 2016.

QB battle near unparalleled heavyweight bout

Tampa Bay Buccaneers quarterback Tom Brady is back in the Super Bowl 
after winning the big game two seasons ago, while with the New England 
Patriots. To get to there, he defeated Patrick Mahomes’ Chiefs in the AFC 
Championship game.

Kansas City Chiefs quarterback Patrick Mahomes is the reigning Super Bowl 
champion and MVP. His last postseason loss came at the hands of Tom Brady 
and the Patriots in 2019.
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Coming Monday: The recent siege on the U.S. Capitol hit 
close to home for Patrick Fallon — or at least his new home. 
Fallon, a 1986 Pittsfi eld High School graduate, is among 
the freshman class in the U.S. House, representing the 4th 
Congressional District in Texas. Days into his fi rst term, he 
found himself armed with a pole preparing to fend off  an 
angry mob that had stormed the seat of U.S. government. 
Subscribers can read the full story in Monday’s digital-only 
edition, online at BerkshireEagle.com/eedition.

The history of the 54th is 
just some of what marks the 
county’s rich and deep his-
tory, and which continues to 
shape a future here. It’s a fu-
ture in which Du Bois’ legacy 
as architect of the civil rights 
movement and an ideological 
soldier has, after years of op-
position, been elevated.

Already, there is much on 
the more iconic local Black fi g-
ures, including Du Bois, Eliz-
abeth “Mumbet” Freeman, 
James Weldon Johnson and 
the Rev. Samuel Harrison.

But, there is a treasure of  
history of lesser-known fami-
lies who came north, say local 
community leaders.

THE ‘DEEP NORTH’

It wasn’t only the 54th infan-
try that went to battle. Blacks 
here fought in other ways, 
even after slavery was abol-
ished — even if they owned 
property, and even when seg-
regation wasn’t overt.

It was little different here.
“I’ve noticed a lot of changes 

because I came from the Deep 
South to the “Deep North,” 
where there were no guide-
lines,” said Wray Gunn, of  
Sheffi eld, whose family moved 
to Lee from Henderson, N.C., 
in the early 1940s.

“In the South, everything 
was out in the open — you 
knew the dos and the don’ts 
because of the [segregation] 
signs. When you came up 
north, everything was subtle. 
You only learned when you 
did something and somebody 
said ‘No.’”

Gunn, a retired Pfi zer chem-
ist, is board chairman of the 
Clinton Church Restoration, 
and is working with the group 
to restore and transform the 
building that housed the spir-
itual and cultural home in 
Great Barrington for Blacks 
who moved north.

The plan is to turn it into a 
cultural and history center 
that will focus signifi cantly 
on Du Bois, but Gunn said the 
group hopes that the museum 
also will explore other local 
families.

The arts also are part of the 
picture here.

Du Bois penned poetry and 
was a prolifi c writer of novels. 
NAACP co-founder Johnson 
was a leader of the Harlem Re-
naissance who sat in his cabin 
next to the Green River and 
wrote spiritual poetry, in ad-
dition to work as a lawyer and 
educator. He co-wrote “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing.”

Fast-forward, and racism 
continues to rear up, most 
publicly in local schools — 
some of it, local Black leaders 
say, due to rural isolation as 
children.

Yet, recent changes are 
swiftly making new histo-
ry. Sparked by the death of  
George Floyd while in Minne-
apolis Police custody in May, 
initiatives sped up.

After more than a decade 
of attempts, the Berkshire 
Hills Regional School District 
renamed its middle school for 
Du Bois. 

The Great Barrington Se-
lect Board recently declared 
Feb. 23 — that is Du Bois’ 
birthday — as the annual Du 
Bois Legacy Day.

“Every day it seems like 
there is something new going 
on,” Gunn said. “Or you learn 
something new.”

Gunn is one local whose 
roots here are old. He is a de-
scendant of Agrippa Hull, a 
freeborn  Revolutionary War 
patriot who later would own a 
signifi cant amount of land in 
Stockbridge.

He says it is, in part, nature 
here that has provided a mea-
sure of grace amid the Ameri-
can backdrop of diffi cult race 
relations. It’s something he 
said gave him and his family 
some “privilege” compared 
with other Blacks. He noted 
that his aunt owned a truck-
ing business in Lenox, “which 
was unheard of at the time.” 
In 1938, it might have been the 
only one like it, he added.

“It’s rich country up here; 
it’s beautiful, it’s got four good 
seasons,” he said. “It’s a good 
place to merge in with the oth-
er races.”

The history here is “real and 
vibrant,” says one longtime 
resident and Chicago native.

“This is where everything 
starts for Black folks, to a 
certain extent,” said the Rev. 
Sloan Letman IV, associate 
pastor of the Cathedral of the 
Beloved in Pittsfi eld. “When 
you start with Elizabeth Free-
man, it’s like ‘We start the par-
ty off here.’ That is the begin-
ning of Black freedom here in 
Massachusetts.”

Letman recently read cor-
respondence between Du Bois 
— he was the fi rst Black man 
to receive a Ph.D. from Har-
vard University — and Nelson 
Thomas Baker, who received 
the same honors from Yale 
University and who was pas-
tor of the Second Congrega-
tional Church in Pittsfi eld af-
ter Samuel Harrison.

“There are so many things 
here, in terms of what it 
means to be free and what it 
means to be Black,” he added.

And Letman still is awe-
struck by the signifi cance of  
renaming the school for Du 
Bois, calling it “a level of awe-
someness” that forges natural 
shifts in thinking, since stu-
dents there are mostly white.

He says that honoring histo-
ry has this power.

“I think that’s what we have 
to get to at this time — an in-
tegration in our souls of what 
this history means,” Letman 
said. “It’s American history, 
but it’s a multicultural under-
standing. Like a bouquet of  
wildfl owers, where the fra-
grances are different.”

Heather Bellow can be reached at 
hbellow@berkshireeagle.com or 
413-329-6871. On Twitter 
@BE_hbellow.
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BY LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AND LINDA A. JOHNSON

The Associated Press

The fi rst one-shot 
COVID-19 vaccine provides 
good protection against the 
illness, Johnson & Johnson 
reported in a key study re-
leased Friday, offering the 
world a potentially import-
ant new tool as it races to 
stay ahead of  the rapidly 
mutating virus.

The pharmaceutical gi-
ant’s preliminary fi ndings 
suggest the single-dose op-
tion may not be as strong 
as Pfi zer’s or Moderna’s 
two-dose formula, and was 
markedly weaker against a 
worrisome mutated version 
of  the virus in South Afri-
ca.

But amid a rocky start 
to vaccinations worldwide, 
that may be an acceptable 
trade-off  to get more people 
inoculated faster with an 
easier-to-handle shot that, 
unlike rival vaccines that 
must be kept frozen, can 
last months in the refriger-
ator.

“Frankly, simple is 

beautiful,” said Dr. Matt 
Hepburn, the U.S. govern-
ment’s COVID-19 vaccine re-
sponse leader.

J&J plans to seek emer-
gency use authorization in 
the U.S. within a week. It 
expects to supply 100 million 
doses to the U.S. by June — 
and a billion doses globally 
by year’s end — but declined 
to say how much could be 
ready if  the Food and Drug 
Administration gives the 
green light.

Defeating the scourge that 
has killed more than 2 mil-
lion people worldwide will 
require vaccinating billions. 
The shots being rolled out 
in different countries so far 
all require two doses a few 
weeks apart for full pro-
tection. Nearly 23 million 
Americans have received a 
fi rst dose of  Pfi zer or Moder-
na shots since vaccinations 
began last month, but fewer 
than 5 million have gotten 
their second dose.

Also Friday, regulators 
cleared a third option, As-
traZeneca’s vaccine, for use 
throughout the European 
Union. The decision came 

amid criticism that the 
27-nation bloc is not moving 
fast enough, as well as con-
cern that there’s not enough 
data to tell how well the vac-
cine works in older people.

J&J studied its one-dose 
option in 44,000 people in 
the U.S., Latin America and 
South Africa. Interim results 
found the shot 66% effective 
overall at preventing mod-
erate to severe COVID-19, 
and much more protective — 
85% — against the most seri-
ous symptoms. There were 
no serious side effects.

“Gambling on one dose 
was certainly worthwhile,” 
Dr. Mathai Mammen, glob-
al research chief  for J&J’s 
Janssen Pharmaceutical 
unit, told The Associated 
Press.

The vaccine worked better 
in the U.S. — 72% effective 
against moderate to severe 
COVID-19 — compared with 
66% in Latin America and 
57% in South Africa, where 
a more contagious mutant 
virus is spreading.

The reduced protection 
against that mutation is “re-
ally a wake-up call,” said Dr. 

Anthony Fauci, the top U.S. 
infectious-disease expert.

The more the virus is al-
lowed to spread, the more op-
portunities it has to mutate. 
Vaccine makers are looking 
into how to alter their shots 
if  necessary.

For now, the fi ndings are 
an incentive “to vaccinate as 
many people as we possibly 
can,” Fauci stressed.

Data is mixed on how well 
other vaccines being used 
around the world work, but 
the Pfi zer and Moderna 
shots were 95% protective in 
large U.S. studies.

It’s not fair to compare 
studies done before the 
record surges of  recent 
months and discovery of  
new mutants — they might 
not turn out the same today, 
cautioned Dr. Jesse Good-
man of Georgetown Univer-
sity, a former FDA vaccine 
chief.

The J&J protection is 
“good enough to help at-
tack a pandemic,” Good-
man said. “The advantage 
of  having more vaccine, in 
a single shot, would be sig-
nifi cant.”

1-shot vaccine proves eff ective


